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Not just Napa: Agri-tourism boosts Valley
By Dennis Pollock / The Fresno Bee
04/11/08 23:05:19

Agri-tourism had a hand in boosting travel spending in
Fresno County to more than $1 billion in 2006 for the first time ever, according to the state's 
latest travel impact report.

And, of course, agri-tourism is far from limited to Fresno County.

Think you need to go to Napa to find more?

Guess again.

On May 17 and 18, there's the Madera Wine Trail. The cost is $20 per person. Check out www. 
maderavintners.com for more information -- and be sure to click on the Wine Trail video. It's a 
class act.

This weekend, there's wine tasting at several of Fresno County's wineries. It's from 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. today and Sunday. The cost is $15. Participants sample wines at Engelmann Cellars, 
Nonini Winery, Milla Vineyards, LoMac Winery, Fresno State's Farm Market and Los 
Californios/Full Circle Brewery.

Then there's the Weekend in the Country that follows a Mariposa Agri-Nature Trail April 26 and 
27. It's from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day and costs $10 for an individual and $25 for a family. 
Details: www.mariposaagtour.com.

Stops along the way in Mariposa and Catheys Valley include Yosemite Valley Alpacas, Mount 
Bullion Vineyard, Hibpshman Native Nursery and Seed Division, Granny Annie's Farm, Coyote 
Springs cattle ranch, Heritage Lavender Farm, Chappell Vineyard, Silver Fox Vineyard, Butterfly
Creek Winery, Wires Ranch, Mariposa Coffee Co. and Bryce Farms.

According to the report compiled by Dean Runyan Associates, travel spending rose to $1.054 
billion, and tourism employment grew in Fresno County. It's up 130 jobs in 2006, adding to a 
total of 890 new jobs in the past four years as a direct result of increased tourism spending, the 
report said.

In Tulare County, travel spending totaled $362.4 million in 2006. In Mariposa County, it was 
$287.1 million. Madera County was $195.6 million and Kings County $131.6 million.

The report does not distinguish between agri-tourism and other tourism expenditures.

The Fresno County Office of Tourism markets and promotes tourism attractions, festivals and 
events such as the Blossom Trail. Recent highlights include the county's Fruit Trail being 
featured in Conde Nast Portfolio as one of the top five "foodie" destinations in North America.

Opening ceremonies for the Fresno County Fruit Trail are May 15 in Kingsburg, but strawberry 
stands along the trail are already up and running. A map and details are available at 
www.gofresnocounty.com.

And the Tulare County Economic Development Corp. has come up with a Sequoia Valley Farm 
Trails Map as well as a brochure on murals in the South Valley. Details: (559) 688-3388 or 
www.sequoiavalley.com.

Highlights this month in the South Valley include the California Antique Farm Equipment Show 
April 19 and 20 in Tulare and the Springville Sierra Rodeo April 25-27.

Fifth annual Fig Fest

The Fig Fest, an annual celebration of the ancient fig that has been a fixture at the Vineyard 
Farmers Market, will be held this year on the Fresno State campus Aug. 9.

New this year will be fig recipe demonstrations by chefs, along with sales of fruits and 
vegetables from the Farm Market at California State University, Fresno.

There also will be Fig Newtons ice cream from the university's Dairy Processing Unit, as well as 
sales of fig trees and sampling of culinary fig creations by Valley restaurants.

Organic raisins

A new economic study from the University of California Cooperative Extension is now available 
for raisin growers interested in going organic.

In California, farmland producing certified organic raisins has increased from 1,578 acres in 
2004 to 2,438 last year.

The UC study is based on a hypothetical farm using practices common in the San Joaquin 
Valley. It is available from the Department of Agricultural and Resource Economics, University 
of California, One Shields Avenue, Davis, CA 95616. There is a $3 handling fee.

The study also can be downloaded, at no charge, from coststudies.ucdavis.edu. 

Invasive plants

Be careful what you plant in your backyard.

Bad choices for landscaping can bring big problems.

So-called "invasive plants" can crowd out native plants, insects and animals, and can lead to 
increased flooding, fire and crop losses.

That's the theme for an educational program called "PlantRight" aimed at preventing invasive 
plants from taking over large swaths of the California landscape.

Plants to avoid in the Valley include the Chinese tallow tree, pampas grass and periwinkle.

At PlantRight.org, you can find regional lists of invasive plants and some suggested
alternatives.

The columnist can be reached at dpollock@fresnobee.com or (559)441-6364.
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